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He would argue with her about killing themselves; and explain how
wicked people were; how he could see them making up lies as they
passed in the street. He knew all their thoughts, he said; he knew
everything. He knew the meaning of the world, he said. (73)
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It was a formality, not because he felt himself free from serious sin
but because it had never occurred to him that his life was important
enough one way or another. He didn't drink, he didn't fornicate, he

didn't lie, but he never regarded this absence of sin as virtue. (103)
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As for the visions, the faces, the voices of the dead, where were they?
There was a screen in front of him, with black bulrushes and blue
swallows. Where he had once seen mountains, where he had seen
faces, where he had seen beauty, there was a screen.

‘Evans! he cried. There was no answer. A mouse had squeaked, or
a curtain rustled. Those were the voices of the dead. The screen, the
coal-scuttle, the sideboard remained to him. Let him then face the
screen, the coal-scuttle and the sideboard .. but Rezia burst into the

room chattering. (159)
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Odd affinities she had with people she had never spoken to, some
woman in the street, some man behind a counter - even trees, or
barns. It ended in a transcendental theory which, with her horror
of death, allowed her to believe, or say that she believed (for all her
scepticism) , that since our apparitions, the part of us which appears,
are so momentary compared with the other, the unseen part of us,
which spreads wide, the unseen might survive, be recovered somehow
attached to this person or that, or even haunting certain places, after
death. Perhaps - perhaps. (167)
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.. about great discoveries; how there is no death... (Septimus) cried
out that he knew the truth! He knew everything! That man, his friend
who was Kkilled, Evans, had come, he said. He was singing behind the
screen. (153-4)
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I believe, I tell you. I believe that I'm damned for all eternity — unless
a miracle happens. I'm a policeman. I know what I'm saying. What I've
done is far worse than murder - that's an act, a blow, a stab, a shot:
it's over and done, but I'm carrying my corruption around with me. It's

the coating of my stomach. (216)
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be as decent as we possibly can. Those ruffians, the Gods, shan't have
it all their own way - her notion being that the Gods, who never lost a
chance of hurting, thwarting and spoiling human lives, were seriously

put out if, all the same, you behaved like a lady. (85)
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Clarissa (Mrs. Dalloway) was really shocked. This a Christian - this
woman! This woman had taken her daughter from her! She in touch
with invisible presences! Heavy, ugly, commonplace, without kindness

or grace, she know the meaning of life! (137)
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Love and religion! thought Clarissa, going back into the drawing-room,
tingling all over. How detestable, how detestable they are! For now
that the body of Miss Kilman was not before her, it overwhelmed her
- the idea. The cruellest things in the world, she thought, seeing them
clumsy, hot, domineering, hypocritical, eavesdropping, jealous, infinitely
cruel and unscrupulous dressed in a mackintosh coat, on the landing;
love and religion. Had she ever tried to convert any one herself? Did

she not wish everybody merely to be themselves? (138)
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Conversion is her name and she feasts on the wills of the weakly,
loving to impress, to impose, adoring her own features stamped on

the face of the populace. At Hyde Park Corner on a tub she stands

_7_



26

preaching; shrouds herself in white and walks penitentially disguised
as brotherly love through factories and parliaments; offers help, but
desires power; smites out of her way roughly the dissentient, or
dissatisfied; bestows her blessing on those who, looking upward, catch
submissively from her eyes the light of their own. This lady too (Rezia
Warren Smith divined it) had her dwelling in Sir William's heart,
though concealed, as she mostly is, under some plausible disguise;

some venerable name; love, duty, self-sacrifice. (109-110)
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