attention. In addition, one might think letter fiction’s frequent focus on restricted
freedom to communicate (in spite of the supposed gains societies have made in
granting individual rights) and on the difficult of communication would encourage
scholarly attention to contemporary epistolary fiction (12).

10 [Iln Herzog he has made the eighteenth-century novelistic convention of letter
writing the vehicle for a flexible, comic probing of an encyclopedic array of learned,
personal, and social issues. The freely interpolated letters as a vehicle for comedy
and ideas constitute one of the most brilliant technical inventions in postwar
fiction.... The fact that the letters are not sent also contrasts significantly with the
eighteenth-century epistolary novel and thus helps to characterize the twentieth
century by way of the obsessive modern concern with a failure of communication,
a strain Herzog both embodies and resists (502).

11 Among possible explanations might be suggested the very fact that America is a
protestant country. There is, of course, a vigorous theoretical ideal of protest
running deep in the fabric of American history; and humor, by its very nature, is of
the party of the opposition (516-17).

12 At its best, humor is one of the ways in which human beings can attain a meager
sense of their own brotherhood; and, at its best, the ironic insult of Jewish humor
includes slightly more humanity than it rejects (517).

13 Humor, after all, has to be against something—a concrete injustice, a specific
affectation or hypocrisy. It is a strategy of intelligence moving into action, either to
protect something of its own that it judges to be good, or to attack something that
it deems to be bad (518).
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1 Saul Bellow, Herzog (N. Y: Viking, 1964; Penguin, 1969). 5|Hiz 2 Doksic L v, &
XHICHB2EH T 5,

2 Saul Bellow, The Adventures of Augie March (N. Y: Viking, 1953; Penguin, 1984).
SRR ORI Y, AXhicEEZaRk 2,

3 Saul Bellow,Henderson the Rain King (N.Y: Viking, 1959; Penguin, 1976). 5| /H
ORI LY, R cEHERLHT 2,

4  Robert Shulman, “The Style of Bellow’s Comedy” in Irving Howe ed., Herzog:
Text and Criticism (New York: Viking, 1976), p.489.

o M. Gilbert Porter, “Weirdly Tranquil’ Vision: The Point of View of Moses
Herzog” in Saul Bellow Journal 8.1 (1989). Rpt. in Howe 146.

6 Tony Tanner, Saul Bellow (London: Oliver and Boyd, 1965), p.5.

7 He was taking a turn around the empty house and saw the shadow of his face in
a gray, webby window. He looked weirdly tranquil. A radiant line went from mid-
head over his straight nose and full, silent lips. [Herzog, 2]

8 Each in his own way, writers like Sterne and Bellow have taken the risks of an
open style in order to render fully their commitment to metaphor and learning, to
the individual and the free, probing intelligence of an “I"; to render fully their sense
that process is more important than conclusion—and that fixed conclusions may be
desperately hard to find in an often baffling and inhospitable universe (491).

9 [Tlhe letter form particularly encourages “elliptical narration, subjectivity and
multiplicity of points of view, polyphony of voices, interior monologue, superimposi-
tion of time levels, [and] presentation of simultaneous action.” Because of these

characteristics, one would expect recent letter novels to attract greater critical
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[“Jewish enough to maintain a balance between the gross realities he
perceives and the ideals that covit his soul (519)] WxHEEZLHDTH %,
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longed for it to come soon. But I am still on the same side of eternity
as ever. It’s just as well, for I have certain things still to do. And
without noise, I hope. Some of my oldest aims seem to have slid away.
But I have others. Life on this earth can't be simply a picture. And
terrible forces in me, including loving the force of admiration or
praise, powers, including loving powers, very damaging, making me
almost an idiot because I lacked the capacity to manage them. [ may
turn out to be not such a tervible hopeless fool as everyone, as you, as
I myself suspected. Meantime, to lay off certain persistent torments.
To surrender the hyperactivity of this hyperactive face. But just to
put it out instead to the radiance of the sun. I want to send vou, and
others, the most loving wish I have in my heart. This is the only way
I have to veach out — out where it is imcomprehensible. I can only

bray towards it. So...Peace! (333-34)
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HAThdZ &, EDoNIE %I04 = 5 2 LS B[ But what do you
want, Herzog?” ‘But that’s just it — not q solitary thing. I am pretty well
satisfied to be, to be just as it is willed, and for as long as I may vemain
in occupancy.” (347)] LS B EYDEL, 2 LT, HEBPEYDAL
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The life you gave me has been curious, he wanted to say to his mother,
and perhaps the death I must inherit will turn out to be even move

profoundly curious. 1 have sometimes wished it would hurry up,
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him any name you like, charlatan, psychopath, with his hot phony
eyes and his clumsy cheeks, with the folds. He was unknowable. And
[ myself, the same. But hard ruthless action taken against a man is
the assertion by evildoers that he is fully knowable. They put me
down, ergo they claimed final knowledge of Herzog. They kunew me!
And I hold with Spinoza (I hope he won’t mind) that to demand what
is impossible for any human being, to exercise power where it can’t
be exercised, is tyranny. Excuse me, therefore, sir and madam, but I

reject your definitions of me. (306)
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Gersbach, when he looks so sugary, repulsive, poisonous, not an
individual but a fragment, a piece broken off from the mob. To shoot
him! — an absurd thought. As soon as Herzog saw the actual person
giving an actual bath, the reality of it, the tenderness of such a
buffoon to a little child, his intended violence turned into theatre, into
something ludicrous. He was not ready to make such a complete fool
of himself. Only self-hatred could lead him to ruin himself because his
heart was ‘broken.’ How could it be broken by such a pair? Lingering
in the alley awhile, he congratulated himself on his luck. His breath
came back to him; and how good it felt to breathe! It was worth the
trip. (265)

U< —AFRORBI L LT, EOF (fBH) sHE it > Twe" 2T
BOBEDD D,

So much we know now. But this —even this — is not the whole story,
either. It only begins to approach the start of true consciousness. The
necessary premise is that a man is somehow more than his ‘character-
istics,” all the emotions, strivings, tastes and constructions which it
pleases him to call ‘My Life’". We have ground to hope that a Life is

something more than such a cloud of particles, mere facticity. (273)

x5z, 2D FH Herzog LT we’ B L THERZRD 255E& T, K
Tl LIixb,

She had what the French called le fromte bombé; in other terms, a
pedomorphic forehead. Ultimately unknowable, the processes behind

it. See, Moses? We don’t know one another. Even that Gersbach, call
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ragged edge of the straw made marks on his fingers. (244)
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The human soul is an amphibian, and I have touched its sides.
Amphibian! It lives in more elements than I will ever know; and I
assume that in those remote stars mater is in the making which will
create stranger beings yet. [ seem to think because June looks like a
Herzog, she is nearer to me than to them. But how is she near to me
if I have no share in her life? Those two grotesque love-actors have
it all. And I apparently believe that if the child does not have a life
resembling mine, educated according to the Herzog standards of
‘heart,” and all the rest of it, she will fail to become a human being.
This is sheer irrationality, and yet some part of my mind takes it as

self-evident. But what in fact can she learn from them? From
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and circumstances of the examination. A hefty, bald, solemn man
with fleshy and deliberate lips, he held his notes in both hands like a
singer—the experienced, professional witness. The child, he said, was
normally formed but seemed to have suffered from malnutrition.
There were signs of incipient rickets, the teeth were already quite
carious, but this was sometimes a symptom that the mother had had
toxemia in pregnancy. Were any unusual marks visible on the child’s
body? Yes, the little boy had apparently been beaten. Once, or
repeatedly? In his opinion, often beaten. The scalp was torn. There
were unusually heavy bruises on the back and legs. The shins were
discolored. Where were the bruises heaviest? On the belly, and
especially in the region of the genitals, where the boy seemed to have
been beaten with something capable of breaking the skin, perhaps a
metal buckle or the heel of a woman’s shoe. “And what internal
findings did you make?” the prosecutor went on. There were two
broken ribs, one an older break. The more recent one had done some
damage to the lung. The boy’s liver had been ruptured. The hemor-
rhage caused by this may have been the immediate cause of death.
There was also a brain injury. “In your opinion, then, the child died
violently?”  “That is my opinion. The liver injury would have been
enough.”

All this seemed to Herzog exceptionally low-pitched. All—the
lawyers, the jury, the mother, her tough friend, the judge—behaved
with much restraint, extremely well controlled and quiet-spoken.
Such calm—inversely proportionate to the murder? he was thinking.
Judge, jury, lawyers and the accused, all looked utterly unemotional.
And he himself? He sat in his new madras coat and held his hard

straw hat. He gripped his hat strongly and felt sick at heart. The
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I would need my eyesight and my strength on a certain day of
reckoning.

A few days afterwards, when she had lost the power to speak, she
was still trying to comfort Moses. Just as when he knew she was
breathless from trudging with his sled in Montreal but would not get
up. He came into her room when she was dying, holding his school
books, and began to say something to her. But she lifted her hands

and showed him her fingernails. They were blue. (241)

RETDEM TORBOETEL %5 72 L DBEOHIZ, BICET K-> FA
B D USRI DT R IR D > TR AR L TE 7 Th 3 3 FHc i L
T PELOFEORI LD SEDEER LOEOTESHKLTE T L3
DTH %o —~ AR TIRES NS EHTIE, Herzog S EX HOHE 8¢ B L
TV SRET— RO 2 BB RED 5 12 AHH, Bins itz —pE
THNZ 572, UL, hicki OBk, EHOBWIABAL, =
T, ZAMOEBECHEFEL T 7L LSRR L L ERCl» S &
EWZiR 5,

S SHIDBH—HIREDE VL, Bizksh T, FEIC/K -7 ED
TRERL LRV ERE LT WL ZEHEL T/ Herzog I,
HY b AE L DBOFOMIBEDE L ORIZ LD TN DT, MAS L
LTEBHUZWEHSOFE b H-> T, ML HES CRE LRSS 2
PRTV S, TOT RO —X, ZAFROEED OHD ORI HIEE & 5F
A DO L FEE % #5355 (represented speech) TRET A2k
THRAEOEMPH S 02 SN TT S BIRB S, 7L 20850 2 8
WICEL O 5N THIT, Herzog DEM & 5 B CRBER A H ¥ T 1s 2,

The medical examiner was on the stand. Had he seen the dead

child? Yes. Did he have a report to make? He did. He gave the date
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come from? And what is it? And what can it be! Not immortal

longing. No, entively mortal, but human. (227)
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Young Jews, brought up on moral principles as Victorian ladies were
on pianoforte and needlepoint, thought Herzog. And I have come here
today for a look at something different. That evidently is my purpose.

I wilfully misread my contract. I never was the principal, but
only on loan to myself. Evidently I continue to believe in God. Though
never admitting it. But what else explains my conduct and my life? So
I may as well acknowledge how things are, if only because otherwise

I can’t even be described.... (238)
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q saw the light,” she said. ‘What are you doing up so late?’ But the
dying, for themselves, have given up hours. She only pitied me, her

orphan, understood I was a gesture-maker, ambitious, a fool; thought
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Dear Moses E. Herzog, Since when have you taken such an
intervest in social questions, in the external world? Until lately, you led
a life of innocent sloth. But suddenly a Faustian spirit of discontent

and universal reform descends on you. Scolding. Invective. (74)
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My God! Who is this creature? It considers itself human. But what is
it? Not human of itself. But has the longing to be human. And like

a troubling dream, a persistent vapour. A desive. Where does it all
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my wives, my girls, my children, my farm, my animals, my habits, my
money, my music lessons, my drunkenness, my prejudices, my brutal-
ity, my teeth, my face, my soul! I have to cry, “No, no, get back, curse
you, let me alone!” But how can they let me alone? They belong to
me. They are mine. And they pile into me from all sides. It turns into

chaos. [ Henderson, p.3]

If I am out of my mind, it’s all right with me, thought Moses
Herzog.

Some people thought he was cracked and for a time he himself
had doubted that he was all there. But now, though he still behaved
oddly, he felt confident, cheerful, clairvoyant, and strong. He had
fallen under a spell and was writing letters to everyone under the sun.
He was so stirred by these letters that from the end of June he moved
from place to place with a valise full of papers. He had carried this
valise from New York to Martha’s Vineyard, but returned from the
Vineyard immediately; two days later he flew to Chicago, and from
Chicago he went to a village in western Massachusetts. Hidden in the
country, he wrote endlessly, fanatically, to the newspapers, to people
in public life, to friends and relatives and at last to the dead, his own

obscure dead, and finally the famous dead. [Herzog, p.1]

Augie March & Henderson 3312 — AETELN T2, BiE 1L, 7 X
VALENOBROTEEARL LTz, 9BODED S F - T300R1%
G TORELIBIICOEH v R 7/ NHIIBBICH L 2B TH 545, FA
- Augie BRIE—BE L CALEOBEE L WO ZHOLEBLTD £ T %,
®’ETIZ, WASP OFH 2 HE 55D B2 AN L T, “I want, I want”
EOINRBECHPNTT 7 ) ARBEANEROKICHL T2 2 0n, 2k
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Herzog— B A OB (#HD
PR S5, SR T, Porter HEHIERL T3 L5 1, ~H—3the
freedom of an emotional/intuitional synthesis” (145) ZZ LA TWH DT
HY, %7“a sophisticated and often convoluted narration” (146) % BX{#
LTW3EFEZOLND,

Y 22, FEO~NT—0OZ KNG % “his three open-form books” EFi L
<, Herzog OMERZIC DWW TE#R L7z D 1d, Robert Shulman ToH o7z, 5
i3, DRSO TR —d“open style” il K-> THS ORI & FHB L UM
Ak TFL] 72 5 AN EHCEISLICH B A 2ot LT, [
whze 1 L B CH D) [“process is more important than conclusion”
(o)1= &, He, LiELEFRRTEROBEOHORTE, BEL kS
RESF2DRVECHBTHS, L) (TERE L TO)EHZ R
LTwa, LLTWw3"®

22T, ZIEROFHEOES 2 HBRET L TATz v,

[ am an American, Chicago born—Chicago, that somber city
—and go at things as I have taught myself, free-style, and will make
the record in my own way: first to knock, first admitted; sometimes
an innocent knock, sometimes a not so innocent. But a man’s charac-
ter is his fate, says Heraclitus, and in the end there isn’t any way to
disguise the nature of the knocks by acoustical work on the door or

gloving the knuckles. [Augie March, p.3]

What made me take this trip to Africa? There is no quick
explanation. Things got worse and worse and worse and pretty soon
they were too complicated.

When I think of my condition at the age of fifty-five when I
bought the ticket, all is grief. The facts begin to crowd me and soon

I get a pressure in the chest. A disorderly rush begins—my parents,
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M. Gilbert Porter I3, point of view () 25 Herzog W23\ TN T — B
FLTOWAERE L TONEEFMT 2 EBEA L&D LERT %, Porter
X, ZhET% < OHIERHS, narrative FEEEFMICRH T 5L Db LS
WASEFICHA U TE R L 246 L T, EAL Herzog DOHREAER—C
nHBENFOBE X plot £ AR EINED w &5 L T\ % narrative X
Bz owT, ERBEEOERERA TV 5’

Porter DIEREA RO TH KL, CNHETERATVREENLBOD S
Herzog (R CH %, 2T, FEIBFHRONEZ Db DY NCYNCE R
narrative Hik——HIc SR RBOED D R AR IHA—2F 80D I,
FANOHAEERE-ED e ombizvn, il e g, SL75%{ED
LB ORBMOBTEARZIZE S O0ICE < S %Y [the human spirit in the
material society]® & EEFEMEZRLONI DT TH LD S, £ DEB %R HE
Wi Y rEEL £ BIERCEREER L S 2 BT ABHICRD Z 5
PPnoTHb,

Porter I%, narrative OZb & 83 & BIFE, R & AN, ThRK & RENS
YU AR E SARRE WS THEHNII TR Z T, 2Ot Herzog &
ambivalence O fZBE ¥ % 2 T\ 5, HLEFE S O “HEME 2 AL 25 i,
k&R HOHERTE YERSIhESNIBRBYIEDORAL, HEEDR D
FERRELAASTERLECEWE S Y, SBROBEEZES LS F O [ B
%—[E D L CWIcHCE 2 %, Herzog 23, & &30 THENIZL BOEDD
oS ANAERD L, £ IS T AERY ObSEERL O,
Ln—ko OF) BaEosHsy &I T8 LTl Porter i,
AAOBEI BT 5 A%, sl B & Unarrative gD REH L
%ﬁbk@?%éoZ@iiKHngﬁEﬁ@%%%bﬁT%@~M%ﬁ
Lpgi PR o 3BT, O b BED 570, —HOREER
PG 2 & 5 I EFNCR IV AT 4 v 7 BITEI L bRENLHDOTH
7. Porter DPLWEENBIREITHZIRETHLHDD, % b - T Her-
zog M H > ambivalence % narrative OTEHENE KRS S 2 LT
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Herzog— HIsk N\ D B

W M B T

Saul Bellow OB AN EFE/N#HThH 2 Herzog (1964)' 13, & = /N3 The
Adventures of Augie March (1953)% ¥ OB F /NS Henderson the Rain
King (1959)° & 3£i2 “his three open—form books” & I Tz o —i3
Augie March 125\, D —EM Dangling Man (1944) %o N The
Victim (1947) i 817 2 BZE L 72 NAYE COMFR 2 SBEIL ¢, Whitman i
H Y a T FEERBE L X R R B L, Henderson it Augie March %
SIEMELNS Y, MEVOBER L Ich b2 < WY 53k, H5
DXACANBLWIHBD S LA L SN B HE» 2T 72 5 O 2D IAA
T, 1FERELTOREN 2B S RIEL T s,

Herzog Tid, RAEEDPSB WY L 503 1220, F 5 5 DRELL T
BRI (ATR) OR¥ERBEAATH 2, H1E, FOMIZINDH & 170
ERRHET 5L 501, HEHE L —ZD%H< K, BEDL Z SRS N
LR O——FEE, Herzog WUOEBEFHICL TEZ LS &
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SEMR LI, EAARBIC R HORIESEL & 5 ETLEH L ET
WhHEFEZHN5,

/NG TIE, RO —38 Herzog 12 5\ T K H L 72 8IfE L O —narrative
(RHEEHE) k& L C D&tk [letter form, epistolary style] ——#% % [7iz
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ECOHRMMZED I E LD, Sz 3 E, No—n— AL LT
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