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Tallons DI > 7B TH 5. FmdDEMDELLDIELEKTH S
A%, MEZHE it is nothing more nor less than the age-old legend of the eternal
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“The whole county knew of the affair, and laughed about it, but they all
predicted that Andrew’s silent persistence would triumph in the end.”
(25)
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Later, when he deserted his wife, the people at Gramlings store,
gossiping, agreed they had expected that: Jim Tallon could never be tied
down to any one woman, they said. Jim was simply not a family man.
They discussed his derelictions in excited groups: The Tallons, with

their drunkeness and their eccentricities, had again furnished material

for gossip! (Underline is added, 2)
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there, and lost track of it.... It had something to do with the Civil War.”
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“Do you reckon Andrew really knows where Jim is, like some folks
are saying?” asked Alice Barrascale.

There was a sharp sound of breath, and then silence, as Mrs.
Barrascale put into words the half-formed thought in the minds of them
all.

“People who say such things ought to be ashamed of themselves!” said
Addie Wrenn. “Andrew and Jim were always devoted to each other.”

“Well,” said Theron Cornells, “remember Andrew was sparking Hallie
first, and Jim beat his time.” (42)
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“How's your loony brother you think so much of?” she asked.

“You dirty slut!” said Jim. ...“You Tallons think you're better than
other folks, don’t you?”...“Well, I don't care that for the whole passel of
youl”

“You're lying,” said Jim. “If I said the word, you'd crawl to me on your
hands and knees."...

“Iffen I hear you mock Andrew again, I'll kill you, woman or no
woman,” he said quietly.

“That harelip!” she said; “that —!”

Then Jim slapped her in the mouth sharply with his open palm....

“If T said ere a word, I could have you any way I want,” said Jim, his
voice trembling.

“Yes,” she said.

As if awaiting this admission, Jim shoved her away and hit her
squarely with his fist. Hallie fell against a pine tree and slid heavily to
the ground. She lay silently on the carpet of pine needles, not moving.
Instantly Jim was beside her, his arms about her, his body pressed
against her. “Honeyl—Haney, baby!-I wouldn’t hurt you for the world!”
he pleaded. “Speak to me sweetheart....”

Hallie opened her eyes and pulled him to her. “T've got him now,” she
thought triumphantly. (34-36)
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Hallie crawled toward him, catching at his legs, but Jim drew back his

foot and kicked at her savagely. Then, without thought, and without

plan, Andrew caught up his brother, lifted him above his head, and
hurled him against the floor. Jim got up, stunned and confused.... “Good
God!-Would hit me?—Would you hit me after all I done for you?"...he

asked. Then he backed away, frightened before Andrew’s wrath. He

stumbled, in his haste, across the bed, not seeing it, and the next instant
Andrew’s hands were around his neck, bending his head backwards
over the bed side. Jim twisted and struggled, throwing his legs high into
the air, until there came a sound of bone breaking. (Underline is added,
50)

TY R 2= T AN =2 L < Ho 72BN T ] [ LTl
TADKREIIESTVDL I ENbhDL, BHEDE oPIFIZTLDNY —~D
BN THo72o 7 ¥ K1) 2—72""Why had Jim treated Hallie so brutally after
he had married her? Andrew might have stood anything, except that. He
had accepted his defeat at Hallie’s hands, and, in time, he might have stopped
loving her: He would have been happy merely to have seen her happy!”
(48) EEZ2 LI [N —DELETHEIEDVHFOELETH 2] O
Thb, L2LiiEid, €512, “Jim drunken and cursing, brutal where his
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father and Bradford had been merely playful; vicious where they had only
been crude.” (48-49) & VADLEIIXEREDFPE R TnWDE Z Lid ik
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“They're talking about the Delta Patch, too: They're wondering why I
didn’t plough all of it!”...

Hallie turned and opened the lid of the stove, throwing in the piece of
wood. Then she set a kettle on to boil. “I told you not to leave that
unploughed patch,” she said....

Andrew sat down on a chair and looked at the uneven floor which
Hallie had recently scrubbed white. “I tried to plough it, Hallie!” he said
humbly; “but I couldn’t do it.—I couldn’t plough over Jim!-I should a-
knowed not to bury him face upward!” (47)
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“Listen carefully to what I say,” he said. “Listen and tell the sheriff: I
killed Jim and buried him in the Delta Patch.”...

“I killed Jim on the road one night over a debt of money,” said

Andrew. Then he continued, cunningly: “Hallie ain't in no way

responsible: She thinks Jim run off to Birmingham and left her.”
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(Underline is added, 53)
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“I haven’t got any hard feelings against Jim,” said Hallie in a voice
scarcely audible.

“It may sound silly of me to say it,” continued Effie, “but Jim always
seemed sort of alone and pitiful to me, in spite of his good looks, and the
way people made over him.” ...

“Mamma used to say that Jim didn’t care about anybody in the whole
world except Andrew!” ...

“Jim never cared anything about me at all. I tried to think he did, but I
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knew I was lying. I knew it the night he married me....”

“Oh, I'm sure youre wrong,” said Effie. “If Jim hadn’t loved you, he
wouldn't a-wanted to marry you, would he?”
A puzzled expression came over Hallie's face. ... “I never figgered out

yet why Jim did marry me.” (Underline is added, 9)
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k% LR 217 (B IZOWTERLTWLDITR LY —135%se
ICHET Do MUFL7ZKD S Y 2D GIASIZHW TV ad o/l ) D
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Jim walked toward him. He was trembling with rage. “Iffen he makes
you do that again, I'm a-goin’ to kill him!” he said. ...“Pa don’t mean no
harm,” he (Andrew) said. “He wouldn't a-done it, iffen he hadn’t been
drinkin’.” ...

“Why don’t you stay away from him?” demanded Jim. “Why don’t you
keep out of his sight?”

“I don’'t know,” said Andrew. ...“T'll kill him!” said Jim passionately;
“Him and Brad too!”...There was a warm feeling of blood in his throat,
and around his heart. “So long as you and ma don’t laugh at me, I don't

keer what other people do!” he said in a voice scarcely audible. (16)

7Y R 2—=12& 5 TlICH > THHZ/ T L Rz vwb o, T
HY. HE—AGEZHBRL T NBHAEEIRE T LA TH -T2,
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MBI TH - 720

He remembered Jim, a boy of six in those days, clinging to her sides
with his lanky legs until the colt had bolted and thrown him into the
watering trough. How they had all laughed! ... But Jim had insisted,
despite his mother’s protests, on riding again, and that time he had

remained seated. Jim had been the hero of the day: Indeed, he had
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almost taken the birthday away from Brad, and made it his own.

Everybody had praised Jim and made a lot over him.... (6)
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Dy VAN LA SN D725 9,

72, TY P 2 =IOV TRV, 22123 e Y 20%END
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remembered, also, his father, genial with corn whiskey, laughing and telling
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These recurring thoughts kept coming up from the core of his being
to trouble him. He tried to banish them, to think of other things, but his
mind turned, inevitably, to himself.... Why should nature have cursed
him with a deformity which would make the woman he was destined to
love turn away from him, if, as it appeared, the sole plan of nature was
irrational fertility?.. And why, in turn, should Hallie desire Jim?—What
was there different between them? They were both men. They were,

actually, the same flesh and the same blood.... (52)
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Before he could distinguish individual words, he heard a confused
babble of talk from within the store, talk so hollow, and so sourceless,
that it sounded as if it came from people living in the center of the earth.
(38)
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Rose for Emily” (1930) & OFULZ KL S5, EB MIEMANITITRIE
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